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	Phonological Awareness Development
	Rhyme

	Syllables

	Onset-rime

	Phonemes


	
Examples
	· dog
· fog
· bog
· frog
	· dog-house
· dog-gy
· splat-ter
	· d-og
· sh-ip
· spl-at
	· d-o-g
· s-p-l-a-t
· sh-i-p
· t-r-ea-t

	Easy                                                                             Hard

	Phonological Awareness Tasks
	Matching
	Isolation
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	Deletion/Substitution

	Hard                              Easy
	Examples
	Do these rhyme?
           bed         shed
                  (yes)
Which two rhyme?
        mat,   cat,   man           
               (mat/cat)  
        ban,   bed,  can
              (ban/can)
Do these start the same?
(syllable)
   bookshelf       bookmark
                  (yes)
Do these start the same?
(onset-rime)
start         stand
(yes)
Do these start the same?
(initial phoneme)
cat            kite
(yes)
	What do you hear at the beginning of under?
 /un/       (syllable level)

What do you hear at the beginning of black? 
/bl/        (onset-rime)

What sound do you hear at the beginning of bug? 
/b/         (initial phoneme)

What sound do you hear at the end of hat?
/t/           (final phoneme)

What sound do you hear in the middle of hat?
/a/            (medial phoneme)

	What word would you have if you put these sounds together?  (syllables)
/pup/-/py/
(puppy)

What word would you have if you put these sounds together?
(onset-rime)
/pl/-/ane/
(plane)

What word would you have if you put these sounds together? (phoneme blending)
/p/-/l/-/a/-/n/
(plane)
	Tell the parts you hear in this word:
table
(syllables)
 (/ta/-/ble/)

Tell the parts you hear in these words: 
can / ship
(onset-rime)
 (/c/ - /an/)
 (/sh/ - /ip/)

Tell the sounds you hear in: 
cat / ship
(phoneme segmentation)
(/c/-/a/-/t/)
(/sh/-/i/-/p/)
	What word would you have if you said cupcake without the cake? (cup)
(syllable deletion)

What word would you have if you changed the box in sandbox to wich?
(sandwich)            (syllable substitution)

Say grin without the /gr/. (in)
(onset-rime deletion)

What word would you have if you said bold without the /b/? (old)
(initial phoneme deletion)

What word would you have if you changed the /t/ in bat to /m/? (bam)
(final phoneme substitution)

What word would you have if you  changed the /a/ in bat to an /i/? (bit)
(medial phoneme substitution)



Developmental Progression of Phonological Awareness and Associated Tasks

This document was created with the intent to summarize the content of the research on the development of phonological awareness and associated tasks. It should be presented in the context of professional learning around Essential 4 and not in isolation or without explanation. Without explanation, there is a risk of a misuse of this document which could result in children being held back in one stage (e.g., rhyming), and therefore neglecting to instruct and support development in other areas so critical to reading and writing (i.e., phonemic awareness).

Talking Points: 
1. Acknowledge that phonological awareness generally develops in this progression, however, we do not want to make it appear as a strict linear progression.
2. When presenting the research on phonological awareness in any setting or within the context of Essential 4, we want to talk about the general progression of phonological awareness while emphasizing the ultimate goal is the phoneme level. Explicit instruction at every single stage of the developmental continuum along with demonstration is necessary.
3. Children must become proficient at the phoneme level so they can segment to encode (spell) and blend to decode (read words). 

Using this document as a tool, may support teachers to:
· gain an understanding of how phonological awareness develops
· distinguish among different types of tasks and their degree of difficulty
· assess students’ skills in small groups using formative assessment to guide instruction in the different areas of phonological awareness
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For more on the Essential Instructional Practices in Early Literacy, please visit literacyessentials.org to download this document.*




Source: Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators General Education Leadership Network Early Literacy Task Force (2016).  Essential instructional practices in early literacy: Grades K to 3. Lansing, MI: Authors.
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4 Activities that build phonological awareness

(gades Kand 1and s eeded theree)

Teachers promote phonological awareness development,”

‘particularly phonemic awareness development, through

explicit explanation, demonstration, play with sounds in

‘words, and engaged study of words, such as by:
 lstening to and creating variations on books and songs with
thyming or allteration

+ sorting pictures, objects, and written words by a sound or
sounds (e.g, words with a short ¢ sound versus words with a
longe sound)

+ activities that involve segmenting sounds in words (e.g, Elkonin
boxes, in which children move a token or leters into boxes,
with one box for cach sound in the word)

* actvies thatinvolve blending sounds in words e, “robot
tll”in which the teacher says the sounds “fIT”
“shhhh” and children say fi)

+ daily opportunities to write meaningful texts in which they
listen for the sounds in words to estimate their spellings
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